
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE  
“The King is Coming…and…He’s Here!” Mark 1:7-8; 11:9b 

 
"After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie.  I baptize you with water, but He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit…Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

Mark 1:7-8; 11:9b 
 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS AND OFFERINGS 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS     “What Child is This”  LSB 370 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, The babe, the son of Mary! 
 
Why lies He in such mean estate Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here  
The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, The cross be borne for me, for you; 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mary! 
 
So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 
The King of kings salvation brings;  
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, The virgin sings her lullaby; 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mary! 

 
CHRISTMAS CAROL MEDLEY AND 

THE CHRISTMAS READINGS FROM LUKE 2 
 
SCRIPTURE FROM LUKE 2:1-4 
“In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 
the entire Roman world.  (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius 
was governor of Syria.)  And everyone went to their own town to register.  So Joseph 
also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.” 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL  “Savior of the Nations Come” LSB 332 v.1 

Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth. 
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SCRIPTURE FROM LUKE 2:5-7 
“He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 
expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped Him in cloths and placed Him in 
a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.”  
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL  “Away in a Manger”  LSB 364 vv. 1,3 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 
SCRIPTURE FROM LUKE 2:8-14 
“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid.  I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  Today in 
the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord.  This 
will be a sign to you:  You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.”  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to 
those on whom his favor rests.”  
 
CHRISTMAS CHOIR ANTHEM     “Hear the Angels Sing” Pethel 
 
 
 
 
SCRIPTURE FROM LUKE 2:15-18 
“When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.”  So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, 
who was lying in the manger.  When they had seen Him, they spread the word 
concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said to them.”  
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CHRISTMAS CAROL “Go, Tell It On The Mountain” LSB 388 vv.1-2 

Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born! 

 
 While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens There shone a holy light.   
Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born! 

 
 The shepherds feared and trembled When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth.   
Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born! 

 
SCRIPTURE FROM LUKE 2:19-20 
“But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 
seen, which were just as they had been told.” 
 
CHRISTMAS CHOIR ANTHEM   “Silent Night, Wondrous Night” Pethel 
 
ADVENT CHRISTMAS PRAYERS 
Pastor:   Lord Jesus, come and make your home in the heart and life of the  

following people we love, that they may know the joy of your name to save 
and comfort and heal…Lord, in your mercy… 

People:  Hear our prayers.   
All: Our Father who art in heaven… 
 
CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
Pastor:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was born to die and rise to save 

us, and the love of God the Father, who sent His only Son into our world, 
so He would have us freely love Him here and in heaven, and the Holy 
Spirit, who keeps us in the faith, trusting the Christmas story, Immanuel, 
God with us and for us, be with you all. 

People:  Amen. 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” LSB 361 vv.1,3,4 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 
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Pastor:   Do you confess the sins you have committed in thought, desire, words, and 
actions?  Do you trust that Jesus was born to die on the cross, suffering 
hell there, to forgive you all your sins?  And will you ask the Holy Spirit to 
make you more like our risen Lord God, Jesus Christ, then answer, “Yes!” 

People:  Yes! 
Pastor:   Based on your confession of your sins and your faith in Jesus as your 

Savior, I, as your pastor, sent by God, announce to you that your sins are 
all forgiven for Jesus’ sake, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL “Joy to the World” LSB 387 vv.1,3 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room  And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 
No more let sins and sorrows grow Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 7:14  (Please be seated) 
“The Lord Himself will give you a sign:  The virgin will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and will call Him Immanuel.”  
 
ADVENT CAROL “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 v.1 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here Until the Son of God appear.  

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

ADVENT PRAYER 
Pastor: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten 

Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL   “Crown Him with Many Crowns” LSB 525 v.1 

Crown Him with many crowns, The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns  All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless king Through all eternity. 
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 December 10, 2017 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Zion Lutheran Church, 17927 Dice Road, Hemlock, MI  48626 
www.zionhemlock.org ~ Church Office 642-5909 ~ Pastor Cell 989-964-8722 

 
AS WE GATHER ~ We will enjoy worship today with the tension between the 
seasons of Advent and Christmas.  Advent is a time of preparation, preparing our 
hearts in repentance and faith in the forgiveness the Christ was born to die to give 
us.  It is also a traditional Sunday for us at Zion, where we have a liturgy of Scripture 
readings and Christmas Carols to celebrate the coming of our King and Savior.  We 
live preparing, by practicing our celebration by faith for the day it is no longer 
practice, but the heavenly Christmas celebration in heaven.  Prepare...to celebrate!   
 
PRESERVICE MUSIC 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL       
           
PASTORAL WELCOME 
 
BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH (Read in unison as the candles are lit.) 
(Please rise) 
O Lord Jesus Christ, the true light who comes into the world to enlighten all people, 
bless us as we light the candles of this wreath, in preparation for Your coming, and 
enkindle in our hearts the fire of Your love, that we may receive You with joy and 
gladness, and evermore remain steadfast in the faith; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
CHRISTMAS CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful”      LSB 379 v.1 

O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant! 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold Him Born the king of angels:  
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
 

SCRIPTURE READING  Genesis 3:14a,15 
“So the LORD God said to the serpent…I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will 
strike His heel.”  
 
ADVENT CONFESSION OF SINS 
Pastor:   In Advent, we prepare for Christ’s coming by confessing our sins and faith. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 
People:  But, if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins   and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in.  

 
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel.  
 

SILENT PRAYER 
 
POSTLUDE 

 
Pastor  Paul Hauser       
Organist    Tami Mosher 
A/V Sierra Yell 
Ushers      Ken Knoerr & Bruce Tessin 
Elder/Reader  Jack Traub    
Greeters Don & Gertie Schomaker 
Acolytes   Kahl Mallek & Jacob White 
Altar Guild Jeanne Kade, Maxine Diener, Myrna Pruitt  

 
Our Measure of Love and Gifts 

Attendance last week – 106   Midweek Advent  - 37 Needed for The Lord’s Work at 

Zion $3,856 ~ Received for the Lord’s Work $4,146 = Loose Plate $95, Envelopes 

$3,561, Mission $85, Maintenance $405; Cap. Prj. $20.  

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday:  Dec 15-Gilbert Coty, 

Jason Klemish, Myrna Pruitt; Dec 17- Gary Wandzell; Dec 18- John Haugh, Madison 

Kumar; Dec 20-Nicole Miller, Kendra Monroe.  

Thank you to all who helped with our annual bake sale. Thanks to Michigan Sugar 
for sugar donations, Thrivent Action Team Funding of $250 and to you for your 
donations of baked goods! Profits of $1,620 will be sent to the Michigan District 
LCMS toward Zion’s pledge of $8,000 for the Here We Stand Campaign celebrating 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  
 
Thank You ~ Many thanks to all for the beautiful service and delicious luncheon 
provided for our family. We are very grateful for all who helped.   

The family of Irmie Roggow. 
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Advent Soup Supper will be held on Wednesday, December 13, and 20 at 5:30 pm 

followed by worship at 7:00 pm. Bring a dessert to share if you wish. December 20 

will be a potluck. 

Hurricane/Wildfire Relief ~ Donations are being accepted until December 17, 2017 
for LCMS Disaster Response benefiting hurricane, wild fire relief. Money collected 
will be matched by Thrivent Disaster Response. Jars are available in the narthex. We 
currently have around $400.00. Thrivent Financial will match up to $3 million in 
donations until December 31 or the match is met.  If you would like to donate on your 
own it must be done through the Thrivent disaster Response website in order for the 
match. This is open to anyone, not just Thrivent members.  Eligible Thrivent Choice 
Dollars can also be directed to the LCMS Disaster Response for the match. Go to 
thrivent.com to donate and for a list of organizations eligible to be matched.   

In addition to the regular Sunday services at 9:30 am, Christmas services will be 
held as follows: Christmas Eve Candle light at 7:00 pm with communion, Christmas 
Day at 9:30 am, New Years Eve service at 6:00 pm with communion. Please note 
that there will be no Christmas Eve 11:00 service.  

Year End Tax Statements ~ If you would like a copy of your 2017 contributions for 
tax purposes please contact Laura Hollingsworth or email her at holling796@aol.com 
and she will get one for you.  

 
 
The account of the candy cane’s origins circulates every Christmas season and is 
more likely a fun story than historical fact. No matter; tales often contain truth. 
This tasty treat can convey important elements of our Christian faith.  
 
The stripes remind us of the heart of Christmas, our Savior, Jesus: 
white for his purity; red for his blood shed on the cross. The candy 
cane resembles the curved staffs of the shepherds — the first 
people to visit the Christ-Child and worship at the manger. And when 
the cane is turned upside down, it becomes a letter J, for “Jesus.”  
 
Indeed, Jesus turns our lives upside down and inverts our presumptions: A poor 
baby born in a stable becomes King of kings and Lord of lords; enemies aren’t for 
hating but loving; blessings aren’t for hoarding but sharing; the world works for 
war, but Jesus calls us to live in peace; giving is better than receiving; sinners are 
made saints; and death is conquered as God grants us eternal life.  
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